THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021 ∙ 10:30 a.m.
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church ∙ Cambridge, Massachusetts

PRELUDE

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme BWV 645 - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Introit

I look from afar

Celebrant
People

G.P. da Palestrina (1525 – 1594)

My soul is waiting for the Lord:
In God’s word is my hope. Psalm 130:5

The first candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted.
Celebrant
Bless, O Christ our Savior, this wreath and this candle which we light in
preparation of your coming, and so kindle our hearts with the fire of your love that we may receive
you with joy, and manifest you to all the world. We ask this in your name and for the sake of your
love. Amen.
Celebrant
People

Give light to our eyes, and peace to our hearts.
May Christ find us watching and waiting in joy.

All: O God, as light comes from this candle, may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to us,
warming our hearts and brightening our way. May Christ our Savior bring life and light
into the darkness of this world. Amen.
OPENING HYMN

No. 59 Hark, a thrilling voice!

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people remain standing

People

Blessed be God: †Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthy
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The people sit.

THE FIRST READING

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

PSALM 93
The lector will read up to the asterisk of each verse, and the congregation will respond with the other half of the verse

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
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9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

THE SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn

No. 64O heavenly Word, eternal light

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel

THE HOLY GOSPEL
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 21:25-36
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man
coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of
this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that
will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Derrick Muwina, Ph.D.
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All standing as able

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the †resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to
the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this city of Cambridge, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
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For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all
who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. Lord,
have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of St. Peter, St. Andrew, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill our
petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and
love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
†Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE OFFERTORY
The celebrant reads the offertory sentence

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have created all things,
and by your will they were created and have their being. Revelation 4:11
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An offering is collected to support Saint Peter’s ministries. You will find the collection plate at the back of the
church and may place your offering in after service. You may also send an electronic donation to our paypal
link: https://www.paypal.me/StPetersCambMA or scan the QR code located on the back table.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Keep your lamps! - André J. Thomas (b. 1952)

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’t grow weary,
‘Til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over,
for the time is drawing nigh.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a proper preface is sung or said
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. †Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. †Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we
ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

*All who desire a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free bread is available;
please make your need known to the minister. You may be seated after taking Holy Communion*
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COMMUNION HYMN

No. 103 Steal away / LEVAS

Refrain:
Steal away, steal away,
steal away to Jesus!
Steal away, steal away home,
I ain’t got long to stay here!

The trumpet sounds within-a my soul,
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]

1 My Lord calls me,
He calls me by the thunder;
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul,
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]
2 Green trees are bending,
Poor sinner stands a-trembling;

3 Tomb stones are bursting,
Poor sinner stands a-trembling;
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul,
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]
4 My Lord calls me,
He calls me by the lightning,
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul,
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the †Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN
POSTLUDE

No.616 Hail to the Lord’s anointed
Nun komm' der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

All music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-716333. All rights reserved.

Birthdays this week: Briana Richardson (Tuesday)
SPC Parish Cycle of Prayer: Rosemary Feal, Dale Ford, and Winston Forde
Massachusetts Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Church of Our Saviour, Arlington, St. John’s Church, Arlington
Order of St. Anne & Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington, The Standing Committee, Brotherhood of St.
Gregory
For the sick: Bernadette Montasse
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