Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Parish Profile 2018

MISSION STATEMENT

We are an Episcopal community of Christian disciples
walking in the footsteps of Jesus
to welcome all people, nurture one another,
and reach out in love to Cambridge and the wider world

Thank you for your interest in Saint
Peter’s Episcopal Church, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and our search for a new
Rector. This profile will present a
history of our parish, a description of
who we are and what we do together,
and the qualities we seek in our new
Rector.
The Search Committee comprises six
members, three women and three men,
who came to Saint Peter’s as many as 32
years ago and as recently as two years.
Three are former Wardens. To help us
understand how parishioners see Saint Peter’s as it is now and as it hopes to grow, we held an allparish meeting where we broke out into small groups to discuss and report on three issues: the
strengths of Saint Peter’s, areas for growth, and the kind of Rector who will best lead us. We also
reached out to housebound parishioners for their thoughts and wishes. The vision that emerged
shapes this profile and our search.

PARISH HISTORY/WHO WE ARE
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church was founded in 1842 and is the second oldest of Cambridge’s four
Episcopal parishes. The church is located in Central Square, the heart of Cambridge and the city’s
municipal center. It was established to serve the working population of the rapidly growing
industrial city. Saint Peter’s is and always has been “the people’s church”
(https://saintpeterscambridge.org).

The character of the church has been shaped by both its convictions and its circumstances. Central
Square, a business center and residential neighborhood, faces all the issues of any diverse urban
area (see http://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/factsandmaps/demographicfaq). Harvard University
sits at one side of us and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology at the other. It is Saint Peter’s
calling to serve this vibrant, demanding community.
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In Cambridge, few people attend church just
because it is the expected thing to do. At Saint
Peter’s we are here because recognize that our need
for God is met when we worship together. We are
unified as a community of faith, but beyond that, we
are as diverse as our surrounding community. Most
parishioners live locally, but many travel a
considerable distance, drawn by Saint Peter’s
particular community of faith. While many
parishioners are lifelong Episcopalians or Anglicans,
a significant number come from other faith
traditions or no formal faith at all. We attract many
seekers, some of whom do not know what they are
looking for until they find us. We welcome them all,
and it is the openness and sincerity of our welcome
that visitors and newcomers most often remark
upon. As someone noted at the all-parish meeting,
“Doesn’t matter who you are or what’s your
background, you’re welcome.”
Saint Peter’s respects the distinction between political involvement and partisanship; our welcome
to all includes all political persuasions. The tenor of the parish, however, has long been
progressive. We were the first parish in the diocese to elect women to Vestry, early in the 20th
century. We were the first to call a woman to serve as a Priest Associate and the first to call a
husband and wife team to be co-Rectors. Our most recent Rector was a married gay man. Saint
Peter’s was a local center of resistance during the Vietnam War era. We host Cambridge’s Annual
MLK Day Commemoration and Remembrance, provide space for Veterans for Peace to meet,
and maintain open relations with the Islamic Society of Boston, located nearby. Individuals have
been and still are politically active: a former parishioner from South Africa was a member of that
country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and a current parishioner once served as the
HIV/AIDS Adviser for the Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa. In the last 20 years or so, four
parishioners have been ordained as priests, and two as perpetual deacons. The late Bishop M.
Thomas Shaw was not merely joking when he referred to Saint Peter’s as “a priest factory.”
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The raising up of children into a life of faith is a charge of
any parish, but the changing demographics of Cambridge,
with fewer families and a greater transient population,
have affected us in recent years. (We feel it the more
acutely because in the middle of the last century Saint
Peter’s had the largest church school in the Diocese of
Massachusetts.) Effective evangelism is always a challenge,
and one toward which we are always striving.

WORSHIP
The way in which we understand and try to live out Christ’s message is not to “explain away” the
Gospel truths, but to frame them in ways that people can respect even as they may be coming to
faith themselves. The liturgy at Saint Peter’s is formal but unpretentious. We value the beauty and
authenticity of the Episcopal liturgical tradition, a stable influence in an unstable world, conducive
to prayer and thought. In procession the great Cross and Gospel Book are elevated, and on high
feast days the procession is led by a Thurifer. It is a strong and longstanding tradition at Saint
Peter’s that during most of the liturgical year the Eucharist is sung. We value thoughtful, Scripturebased preaching that appeals to heart and mind together.

We care deeply about our music and have been fortunate over the years to staff very talented
musicians. Led by a music director and an organist, Saint Peter’s music program is founded on the
Gospel message. Music ranges from the traditional to the current. Four hymns are sung at the
main Sunday service, with a choral anthem by the choir. The Psalm is usually sung, and Service
music changes with each liturgical season.
We have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Our most recent Average
Sunday Attendance figure (2017) is 63. On Wednesday evenings, from 12 to 20 people gather for
a Contemplative Eucharist and Adult Forum. There is also a small dedicated group who meet for
Morning Prayer four days a week.
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As a new parishioner said after the all-parish meeting, “The idea of a faith community never made
sense to me until I came to Saint Peter’s. So many people are in it for real. And I would hope that
a [new] rector would nurture that with sincerity.” A member of long standing noted that when he
came to Saint Peter’s, he soon appreciated that “Church doesn’t have to be boring.”
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MISSION AND OUTREACH
Mission and outreach figure large in parish life at Saint Peter’s; we are an activist church. Our two
principal outreach ministries are Afterworks and CommonCare. Afterworks, begun in 1993, is an
after-school program for Cambridge elementary school
children. It is open to all but is particularly intended for
families with the greatest need and fewest resources. The
director, who helped design the program, has led this
ministry with love and devotion since day one
(https://saintpeterscambridge.org/afterworks-afterschoolprogram). Since 1999, the CommonCare meals ministry
has been offering community meals that are open to all,
mainly serving our Central Square neighborhood. In
2017 CommonCare served approximately 1,200 guests.
The ministry provides community as well as food, as
many of our guests regularly help in set-up, cooking, and
clean-up. Many college, church, and community service
groups also participate (https://saintpeterscambridge.org/commoncare-meals-ministry). Both
Afterworks and CommonCare are integral to the life of Saint Peter’s, supported financially by the
Vestry and individual parishioners. Both also receive grants from local foundations and charities.
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Also active is Saint Peter’s Faith in Action Ministry, which provides loving service for those in need
in the local community and the wider world. The ministry supports several local shelters and aid
agencies (e.g., CASPAR, Transition House, Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries, and Episcopal
City Mission). In addition, Faith in Action hosts an annual Christmas Giving Tree campaign to
benefit a youth center and a domestic abuse shelter for women and children
(https:/saintpeterscambridge.org/faith-action-ministry).

PROPERTY
The lovely gothic structure of Saint Peter’s dates from the 1860s. It was enlarged and renovated in
the 1930s and seats about 300. We have many lovely stained glass windows.
(https://saintpeterscambridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Tour-Booklet-final.pdf). Our attached parish house, also built in the 1930s, has for many years been leased and provides the
parish with about one third of its income. It is presently occupied by The Possible Project, a notfor-profit organization that promotes entrepreneurship for youth.
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The Rectory is a 1,560-square-foot, full-floor, three-bedroom condominium located in the nearby
Cambridgeport neighborhood, about a 12-minute walk from the church and steps from a lively
neighborhood park. A Rectory is not only a practical necessity but also means that our Rector is a
city resident as well as a spiritual leader, who can weigh in on local issues as a voter as well as a
priest.
Property problems are what might be expected from an aging physical plant and require more time
and expense than anyone likes. In recent years, Saint Peter’s has successfully addressed many
major issues, including replacing boilers, repainting the sanctuary, and restoring the chancel’s
majestic tripartite stained glass window. We are now undertaking repairs and upgrades to electrical
and plumbing systems and a 1930s era slate roof. The Rector’s managerial skills will be an asset as
the parish copes with these practical issues.

FINANCES
At present the income base for Saint Peter’s rests principally on three sources: (1) pledges and
plate offerings, (2) a parish endowment, and (3) rental income from the former parish house.
Smaller income streams come from worship space rentals to other faith communities. Our yearly
budget is around $350,000, which supports a full-time Rector and six part-time employees. We
currently have 46 pledging units.

QUALITIES WE SEEK IN A NEW RECTOR
From our energizing parish forum, there were a number of affirmative expressions and hopes that
emerged. To serve a parish like Saint Peter’s, our new Rector will need to be someone who seeks
the challenges and rewards of an urban setting. She or he should be an energetic leader who can
collaborate with an engaged laity. In so diverse a community and parish, our Rector will need to
embrace that diversity, love all manner of people, be able to deal with them where they are, and be
a conciliator. As mentioned at the parish meeting, we seek “someone who takes perceptible
pleasure in interacting with parishioners.” Our Rector must be able to articulate a deeply grounded
personal faith to a variety of people while remaining open to the faith and convictions of others.
Managerial skills will be key to coping with practical issues. It goes without saying that the Rector
must be a pastoral presence.
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Input from the parish gathering included this comment: “I hope for [a new rector] who is not
afraid to tackle the places where our brains might conflict with our faith, and help transform them
into ways our brains can enhance our faith journeys.”
As a parishioner often says of Saint Peter’s, with pride but also concern, “We punch above our
weight.” We do more than might be expected of a parish of our size, and our chronic condition is
having too much to do and too few people to do it. Parishioners are enthusiastic and engaged, but
burn-out is a danger. The Rector of a dynamic parish like Saint Peter’s will need to bring no less
passion and energy than we but will need also to have a healthy concern for self-care and spiritual
and professional growth.

HOW TO APPLY
Interested candidates are encouraged to send, by October 31, 2018, a cover letter, resume, and
OTM Profile:


By email: spcsearch2018@saintpeterscambridge.org



By mail:
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Attention: Rector Search Committee
15 Sellers Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

Questions may also be sent to the above addresses.
Website: https://saintpeterscambridge.org
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SaintPetersEpiscopalCambridge
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175th ANNIVERSARY PRAYER

God of all creation whose home is eternity,
we give you grateful thanks that
for seven human generations you have dwelt
with your parish family of Saint Peter’s, Cambridge,
and dwell with us still. Give us faithful hearts,
discerning minds, and determined wills to follow
in the steps of your son, our LORD, Jesus Christ.
By the power of your Holy Spirit
may we hear your words and do your will
as we worship you, welcome all people,
nurture one another, and reach out
to Cambridge and the wider world.
Amen.
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